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Bolingbroke's restless ambition, his inveterate love of
plots and schemes, his passion for display, were sure to
make him the minister's enemy, and his enmity could
not have been more injurious in the comparative privacy
of the House of Lords, than it proved to be in the pages
of the Craftsman. As it was, his vigour, hardihood, and
resource made him. for ten years the intellectual inspirer
of the Opposition both in the press and in Parliament.
Ho had boon a Tory highflier, he had boon a whimsical,
he had been James's Secretary of State; he now became a
Whig of the Whigs, denounced legitimacy and legitimists,
and, not content modestly to savour the graces of con-
version, he insisted on figuring as the only orthodox
interpreter of Involution principles, and with righteous
anger branded Walpole for endangering the untold
blessings of the Revolution settlement. Ingenuity was
never carried farther than in Bolingbroke's efforts to
invent phrases that should catch the followers of Wynd-
ham without startling the friends of Pultenoy, and
should persuade both that they were engaged in "a
virtuous defence of the constitution," Bolingbroke was
not without the deamonio elements of character: he had
fire, energy, penetration, insight, elasticity, fertility,
imagination, adventure, But neither his character nor
the flimsy and incongruous creations of Ms political
fancy were calculated to attract the country gentlemen.
They keenly relished his attacks on the minister. They
sometimes took his hints about motions and divisions
and the mystery of electioneering j but they cared very
little about the ideal of a patriot king, and had not the
least intention of allowing Prerogative to become the
substitute for Influence, They used his talents, but he of Oarfcerot, the novelist says that Bolingbroke waH tho only
